Mayflower Compact 1620

The 102 passengers on the Mayflower were divided into two groups. Only 37 of them were
Pilgrims--religious dissenters called Separatists, who had fled England for Holland. Now
they sought a new life in America where they could practice their religion in the manner
they chose. The rest of the passengers, called "strangers" by the Pilgrims, included
merchants, craftsmen, skilled workers and indentured servants, and several young
orphans. All were common people. About one-third of them were children.

The Mayflower was originally bound for the mouth of the Hudson River, in land granted
in a patent from the Crown to the London Virginia Company. The decision was made
instead to land further north, in what is now Massachusetts.

Almost immediately, an argument broke out. According to William Bradford (who later
wrote an account of the Pilgrims' experiences) several "strangers" made "discontented
and mutinous speeches.” They apparently argued that, since the Cape Cod area was
outside the jurisdiction of the Virginia Company, its rules and regulations no longer
applied. The troublemakers threatened to do as they pleased "for none had power to
command them," wrote William Bradford. Three thousand miles from home, a real crisis
faced the colonists even before they stepped ashore...

Agreement Between the Settlers at New Plymouth : 1620

IN THE NAME OF GOD, AMEN. We, whose names are underwritten, the Loyal Subjects
of our dread Sovereign Lord King James, by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, France,
and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, &c.

Having undertaken for the Glory of God, and Advancement of the Christian Faith, and the
Honour of our King and Country, a Voyage to plant the first Colony in the northern Parts
of Virginia; Do by these Presents, solemnly and mutually, in the Presence of God and one
another, covenant and combine ourselves together into a civil Body Politick, for our better
Ordering and Preservation, and Furtherance of the Ends aforesaid: And by Virtue hereof
do enact, constitute, and frame, such just and equal Laws, Ordinances, Acts, Constitutions,
and Officers, from time to time, as shall be thought most meet and convenient for the
general Good of the Colony; unto which we promise all due Submission and Obedience.
IN WITNESS whereof we have hereunto subscribed our names at Cape-Cod the eleventh
of November, in the Reign of our Sovereign Lord King James, of England, France, and
Ireland, the eighteenth, and of Scotland the fifty-fourth, Anno Domini; 1620.

Mr. John Carver, Mr. Samuel Fuller, Edward Tilly,
Mr. William Bradford, Mr. Christopher Martin, John Tilly,

Mr Edward Winslow, Mr. William Mullins, Francis Cooke,
Mr. William Brewster. Mr. William White, Thomas Rogers,
Isaac Allerton, Mr. Richard Warren, Thomas Tinker,
Myles Standish, John Howland, John Ridgdale
John Alden, Mr. Steven Hopkins, Edward Fuller,
John Turner, Digery Priest, Richard Clark,
Francis Eaton, Thomas Williams, Richard Gardiner,
James Chilton, Gilbert Winslow, Mr. John Allerton,
John Craxton, Edmund Margesson, Thomas English,
John Billington, Peter Brown, Edward Doten,
Joses Fletcher, Richard Britteridge Edward Liester

John Goodman, George Soule,



DOCUMENT 3-2
Opechancanough’s 1622 Uprising in Virginia

Fifteen years after the settlement of Jamestown in 1607, the coastal Algonguian leader
Opechancanough — brother of Powhatan, the chief who first encountered the English
settlers — organized a surprise attack against the Virginia colonists. The following ac-
count of the attack, written in 1622 by Edward Waterhouse, summarized for members of
the London-based Virginia Company the colonists” understanding of what happened and
what should be done about it. Waterhouse’s Declaration expressed the colonists’ sense of
betrayal and outrage coupled with justifications for unrestrained hostility toward Native
Americans and explanations of how hostility would benefit the colonists and the Virginia
Company. To decipher seventeenth-century words that are spelled differently today, try
reading passages aloud.

Edward Waterhouse
Declaration, 1622

A DECLARATION of the state of the Colony and Affaires in VIRGINIA. With
a Relation of the barbarous Massacre in the time of peace and League, treacher-
ously executed upon the English by the native Infidels, 22 March last. . ..

[T]hat all men may see the unpartiall ingenuity of this Discourse, we freely
confesse, that the Countrey is not so good, as the Natives are bad, whose bar-
barous Savagenesse needs more cultivation then the ground it selfe, being more
overspread with incivilitie and treachery, then that with Bryers. For the land be-
ing tilled and used well by us, deceived not our expectation, but rather exceeded
it farre, being so thankfull as to returne an hundred for one. But the Savages
though never Nation used so kindly upon so small desert, have in stead of that
Harvest which our paines merited, returned nothing but Bryers and thornes, prick-
ing even to death many of their Benefactors. ...

[Last November, 1621] the Country [was] setled in a peace (as all men there
thought) sure and unviolable, not onely because it was solemnly ratified and
sworne, and at the request of the Native King stamped in Brasse, and fixed to one
of his Oakes of note, but as being advantagious to both parts; to the Savages as
the weaker, under which they were safely sheltred and defended; to us, as being
the easiest way then thought to pursue and advance our projects of buildings,
plantings, and effecting their conversion by peaceable and fayre meanes. And
such was the conceit of firme peace and amitie, as that there was seldome or never
a sword worne, and a Peece! seldomer, except for a Deere or Fowle. By which as-
surance of securitie, the Plantations of particular Adventurers and Planters were
placed scatteringly and straglingly as a choyce veyne of rich ground invited them,
and the further from neighbors held the better. The houses generally set open to
the Savages, who were alwaies friendly entertained at the tables of the English,
and commonly lodged in their bed-chambers. The old planters (as they thought
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IPeece: Firearm.

now come to reape the benefit of their long travels) placed with wonderfull
content upon their private dividents, and the planting of particular Hundreds
and Colonies pursued with an hopefull alacrity, all our projects . . . in a faire way,
and their familarity with the Natives, seeming to open a faire gate for their con-
version to Christianitie.

The Country being in this estate, an occasion was ministred of sending to
Opachankano the King of these Savages, about the middle of March last, what time
the Messenger returned backe with these words from him, That he held the peace
concluded so firme, as the Skie should sooner fall then it dissolve: yea, such was
the treacherous dissimulation of that people who then had contrived our destruc-
tion, that even two dayes before the Massacre, some of our men were guided
thorow the woods by them in safety. . . .

[O]n the Friday morning (the fatal day) the 22 of March, as also in the evening,
as in other dayes before, they came unarmed into our houses, without Bowes or
arrowes, or other weapons, with Deere, Turkies, Fish, Furres, and other provi-
sions; to sell, and trucke with us, for glasse, beades, and other trifles: yea in some
places, sate downe at Breakfast with our people at their tables, whom immedi-
ately with their owne tooles and weapons, eyther laid downe, or standing in their
houses, they basely and barbarously murthered, not sparing eyther age or sexe,
man, woman or childe; so sodaine in their cruell exectition, that few or none dis-
cerned the weapon or blow that brought them to destruction. In which manner
they also slew many of our people then at their severall workes and husbandries
in the fields, and without their houses, some in planting Corne and Tobacco, some
iri gardening, some in making Bricke, building, sawing, and other kindes of hus-
bandry, they well knowing in what places and quarters each of our men were, in
regard of their daily familiarity, and resort to us for trading and other negotia-
tions, which the more willingly was by us continued and cherished for the desire
we had of effecting that great master-peece of workes, their conversion. And by
this meanes that fatall Friday morning, there fell under the bloudy and barbarous
hands of that perfidious and inhumane people, contrary to all lawes of God and
men, of Nature and Nations, three hundred forty seven men, women, and chil-
dren, most by their owne weapons; and not being content with taking away life
alone, they fell after againe upon the dead, making as well as they could, a fresh
murder, defacing, dragging, and mangling the dead carkasses into many pieces,
and carying some parts awdy in derision, with base and bruitish triumph. . ..

[T]he slaughter had beene universall, if God had not put it into the heart of
an Indian belonging to one Perry, to disclose it, who living in the house of one
Pace, was urged by another Indian his Brother (who came the night before and
lay with him) to kill Pace, (so commanded by their King as he declared) as hee
would kill Perry: telling further that by such an houre inh the morning a number
would come from divers places to finish the Execution, who failed not at the time:
Perries Indian rose out of his bed and reveales it to Piice, that used him as a Sonne:
And thus the rest of the Colony that had warning given them, by this meanes
was saved. Such was (God bee thanked for it) the good fruit of an Infidell con-
verted to Christianity; for though three hundred and more of ours died by many
of these Pagan Infidels, yet thousands of ours were saved by the means of one of
them alone which was made a Christian. . . . .

Pace upon this discovery, securing his house, before day rowed over the River
to James-City (in that place neere three miles in bredth) and gave notice thereof to
the Governor, by which meanes they were prevented there, and at such other



Plantations as was possible for a timely intelligence to be given; for where they
saw us standing upon our Guard, at the sight of a Peece they all ranne away. In
other places that could have no notice, some Peeces with munition (the use
whereof they know not) were there carried away, and some few Cattell also were
destroyed by them. And as Fame divulgeth (not without probable grounds) their
King hath since caused the most part of the Gunpowder by him surprized, to bee
sowne, to draw therefrom the like increase, as of his Maize or Corne, in Harvest
next. And that it is since discovered, that the last Summer Opachankano practised
with a King of the Eastern shore (no well-willer of his) to furnish him with store
of poison (naturally growing in his country) for our destruction, which he ab-
solutely refused, though he sent him great store of Beades, and other presents to
winne him thereunto: which he, with five or sixe of his great men, offered to be
ready to justifie against him. That the true cause of this surprize was most by the
instigation of the Devill, (enemy to their salvation) and the dayly feare that poss-
est them, that in time we by our growing continually upon them, would dispos-
sesse them of this Country, as they had beene formerly of the West Indies by the
Spaniard; produced this bloody act. That never griefe and shame possessed any
people more then themselves, to be thus butchered by so naked and cowardly a
people, who dare not stand the presentment of a staffe in manner of a Peece, nor
an uncharged Peece in the hands of a woman, from which they flye as so many
Hares; much faster then from their tormenting Devill, whom they worship for
feare, though they acknowledge they love him not. . ..

[T]his must needs bee for the good of the Plantation after, and the losse of
this blood to make the body more healthfull, as by these reasons may be mani-
fest.

First, Because betraying of innocency never rests unpunished. . . .

Secondly, Because our hands which before were tied with gentlenesse and
faire usage, are now set at liberty by the treacherous violence of the Savages, not
untying the Knot, but cutting it: So that we, who hitherto have had possession of
no more ground then their waste, and our purchase at a valuable consideration
to their owne contentment, gained; may now by right of Warre, and law of Na-
tions, invade the Country, and destroy them who sought to destroy us: whereby
wee shall enjoy their cultivated places, turning the laborious Mattocke into the
victorious Sword (wherein there is more both ease, benefit, and glory) and pos-
sessing the fruits of others labours. Now their cleared grounds in all their villages
(which are situate in the fruitfullest places of the land) shall be inhabited by us,
whereas heretofore the grubbing of woods was the greatest labour. :

Thirdly, Because those commodities which the Indians enjoyed as much or
rather more than we, shall now also be entirely possessed by us. The Deere and
other beasts will be in safety, and infinitly increase, which heretofore not onely in
the generall huntings of the King (whereat foure or five hundred Deere were usu-
ally slaine) but by each particular Indian were destroied at all times of the yeare,
without any difference of Male, Damme, or Young. The like may be said of our
owne Swine and Goats, whereof they have used to kill eight in tenne more than
the English have done. There will be also a great increase of wild Turkies, and
other waighty Fowle, for the Indians never put difference of destroying the Hen,
but kill them whether in season or not, whether in breeding time, or sitting on
their egges, or having new hatched, it is all one to them: whereby, as also by the
orderly using of their fishing Weares, no knowne Country in the world will so
plentifully abound in victuall. : C

Fourthly, Because the way of conquering them is much more easie then of civ-
ilizing them by faire meanes, for they are a rude, barbarous, and naked people,
scattered in small oonmamm\.SEnr are helps to Victorie, but hinderances to
Civilitie: Besides that, a conquest may be of many, and at once; but civility is in
particular, and slow, the effect of long time, and great industry. Moreover, victo-
rie of them may bee gained many waies; by force, by surprize, by famine in burn-
ing their Corne, by destroying and burning their Boats, Canoes, and Houses, by
breaking their fishing Weares, by assailing them in their huntings, whereby they
get the greatest part of their sustenance in Winter, by pursuing and chasing them
with our horses, and blood-Hounds to draw after them, and Mastives to teare
them, which take this naked, tanned, deformed Savages, for no other then wild
beasts, and are so fierce and fell upon them, that they feare them worse then their
old Devill which they worship, supposing them to be a new and worse kinde of
Devils then their owne. By these and sundry other wayes, as by driving them
(when they flye) upon their enemies, who are round about them, and by animat-
ing and abetting their enemies against them, may their ruine or subjection be
soone effected. . ..

Fiftly, Because the Indians, who before were used as friends, may now most
justly be compelled to servitude and drudgery, and supply the roome of men that
labour, whereby even the meanest of the Plantation may imploy themselves more
entirely in their Arts and Occupations, which are more generous, whilest Savages
performe their inferiour workes of digging in mynes, and the like. . ..

Sixtly, This will for ever hereafter make us more [cautious] and circumspect,
as never to bee deceived more by any other treacheries, but will serve for a great
instruction to all posteritie there, to teach them that Trust is the mother of Deceipt,
and .. . Hee that trusts not is not deceived: and make them know that kindnesses
are misspent upon rude natures, so long as they continue rude; as also, that Sav-
ages and Pagans are above all other for matter of Justice ever to be suspected.
Thus upon this Anvile shall wee now beate out to our selves an armour of proofe,
which shall for ever after defend us from barbarous Incursions, and from greater
dangers that otherwise might happen. . ..

To. conclude then, seeing that Virginia is most abundantly fruitfull, and that
this Massacre must rather be beneficiall to the Plantation then impaire it, let all
men take courage, and put to their helping hands, since now the time is most sea-
sonable and advantagious for the reaping of those benefits which the Plantation
hath long promised: and for their owne good let them doe it speedily, that so by
taking the prioritie of time, they may have also the prioritie of place, in choosing
the best Seats of the Country, which now by vanquishing of the Indians, is like to
offer a more ample and faire choice of fruitfull habitations, then hitherto our gen-
tlenesse and faire comportment to the Savages could attaine unto. Wherein no
doubt but all the favour that may be, shall be shewed to Adventurers and
Planters. . ..

QUESTIONS FOR READING AND DiSCUSSION
1. Why did the colonists feel betrayed by Opechancanough'’s attack?

2. How did Opechancanough prepare for the assault? How did the Sammambm
survive the attack? A .

3. According to the Declaration, how did the attack affect the colonists’ attitudes
about the Indians and about themselves? . .



4. Why did Waterhouse believe “conquest” was better than “civility”? Why did
he think the “Massacre must . . . be beneficial to the Plantation”?

5. Consider the words Waterhouse used to describe Indians. In what ways did
his language reveal his views of Indians and their resistance to “cultivation”?

6. How might the Declaration have been different if Opechacanough had writ-
ten it?






Source: Ship’s List of Emigrants Bound for Virginia

Ultimo July, 1635

These underwritten names are to be transported to Virginia, embarked in the Merchant’s Hope, Hugh
Weston, Master, per examination by the minister of Gravesend touching their conformity to the Church
discipline of England, and have taken the oaths of allegiance and supremacy:

Edward Towers 26 Allin King 19
Henry Woodman 22 Rowland Sadler 19
Richard Seems 26 Jo. Phillips 28
Vyncent Whatter 17 Daniel Endick 16
James Whithedd 14 Jo. Chalk 25
Jonas Watts 21 Jo. Vynall 20
Peter Loe 22 Edward Smith 20
Geo. Brocker 17 Jo. Rowlidge 19
Henry Ecles 26 Wm. Westlie 40
Jo. Dennis 22 Jo. Smith 18
Tho. Swayne 23 Jo. Saunders 22
Charles Rinsden 27 Tho. Bartcherd 16
Jo. Exston 17 Tho. Dodderidge 19
Wm. Luck 14 Richard Williams 18
Jo. Thomas 19 Jo, Ballance 19
Jo. Archer 21 Wmn. Baldin 21
Richard Williams 25 Wm. Pen 26
Francis Hutton 20 Jo. Gerie 24
Savill Gascoyne 29 Henry Baylie 18
Rich. Bulfell 29 Rich. Anderson 50
Rich. Jones 26 Robert Kelum 51
Tho. Wynes 30 Richard Fanshaw 22
Humphrey Williams 22 Tho. Bradford 40
Edward Roberts 20 Wm. Spencer 16
Martin Atkinson 32 Marmaduke Ella 22
Edward Atkinson 28 '
Wm. Edwards 30 Women
Nathan Braddock 31 Ann Swayne 22
Jeffrey Gurrish 23 Eliz. Cote 22
~ Henry Carrell 16 Ann Rice 23
Tho. Tyle 24 Kat. Wilson 23
Gamaliel White 24 Maudlin Lioyd 24
Richard Marks 19 Mabell Busher 14
Tho. Clever 16 Annis Hopkins 24
- Jo. Kitchin 16 Ann Mason 24
Edmond Edwards 20 Bridget Crompe 18
Lewes Miles 19 Mary Hawkes 19
Jo. Kennedy 20 Ellin Hawkes 18
Sam Jackson 24




