
Mayflower Compact 1620

The 102 passengers on the Mayflower were divided into two groups. Only 37 of them were
Pilgrims--religious dissenters called Separatists, who had fled England for Holland. Now
they sought a new life in America where they could practice their religion in the manner
they chose. The rest of the passengers, called "strangers" by the Pilgrims, included
merchants, craftsmen, skilled workers and indentured servants, and several young
orphans. All were common people. About one-third of them were children.

The Mayflower was originally bound for the mouth of the Hudson River, in land granted
in a patent from the Crown to the London Virginia Company. The decision was made
instead to land further north, in what is now Massachusetts.

Almost immediately, an argument broke out. According to William Bradford (who later
wrote an account of the Pilgrims' experiences) several "strangers" made "discontented
and mutinous speeches." They apparently argued that, since the Cape Cod area was
outside the jurisdiction of the Virginia Company, its rules and regulations no longer
applied. The troublemakers threatened to do as they pleased "for none had power to
command them," wrote William Bradford. Three thousand miles from home, a real crisis
faced the colonists even before they stepped ashore…

Agreement Between the Settlers at New Plymouth : 1620

IN THE NAME OF GOD, AMEN. We, whose names are underwritten, the Loyal Subjects
of our dread Sovereign Lord King James, by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, France,
and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, &c.

Having undertaken for the Glory of God, and Advancement of the Christian Faith, and the
Honour of our King and Country, a Voyage to plant the first Colony in the northern Parts
of Virginia; Do by these Presents, solemnly and mutually, in the Presence of God and one
another, covenant and combine ourselves together into a civil Body Politick, for our better
Ordering and Preservation, and Furtherance of the Ends aforesaid: And by Virtue hereof
do enact, constitute, and frame, such just and equal Laws, Ordinances, Acts, Constitutions,
and Officers, from time to time, as shall be thought most meet and convenient for the
general Good of the Colony; unto which we promise all due Submission and Obedience.
IN WITNESS whereof we have hereunto subscribed our names at Cape-Cod the eleventh
of November, in the Reign of our Sovereign Lord King James, of England, France, and
Ireland, the eighteenth, and of Scotland the fifty-fourth, Anno Domini; 1620.
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