Dear America: Letters Home from Vietnam

Name:
Video Discussion

Statistical Analysis/Evidence:  When you see the screens that will present the following information, copy it into the table below.  When you are done, create a line graph to represent the data.

	Year
	U. S. Troops in Vietnam
	Killed in Action

(to date)
	Wounded in Action (to Date)

	Dec 31, 1965


	
	
	

	Dec 31, 1966


	
	
	

	Dec 31, 1967


	
	
	

	Dec 31, 1968


	
	
	

	Dec 31, 1969


	
	
	

	End of War Total Dead

1975
	
	
	


Instructions:  In complete, well written sentences and clear paragraphs (of at least 5 sentences each), answer the following questions.  Think about your answers before you begin to write.  Staple this sheet to your answers.

If you need to watch the video, you can view it at: www.videos.informationclearinghouse.info/dearamerica100.wmv 

1. Not all of the letters speak of the Vietnam War in the same way.  What different emotions and themes are reflected in the letters?  What could explain why the letters are different if they all served in the war?

2. Describe the average American G.I.  What was their experience in Vietnam?

3. In one segment of the film, they show you a “Grunts Vocabulary Primer (lesson)”.  Why is this vocabulary important to understanding the soldier’s role in Vietnam, the jobs they did and the changes in the soldiers themselves?

4. How is music important to this film?  How is music important to the soldiers and the history of the Vietnam War itself?

5. Critique the film.  What did you think of the film?  Why do you feel this way?

